PLACE OF A SKULI.— Outside 
the Damascus Gate in the wall 
of old Jerusalem is this skull- 
like hill, known as Golgotha be- 
tause it answers so well the de- 
kription in the Bible of the true 
Place of Christ’s crucifixion 
(John 19:17) —RNS Photo. 
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Race Issue Called Tweedledum, Tweedledee 





Agrees With Blackshear Letter 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


THE LETTER of Mrs. Hinton Blackshear 

of Atlanta, Ga. (OUTLOOK, Feb. 19) 
coincided exactly with much of my opinion 
in regard to our so-called “Negro Prob- 
lem,” only I think we women should meet 
the onslaught with a deep and lasting 
sense of humor. 

“Why so?,” the dominating male of the 
species will ask. “Isn’t this a very seri- 
ous matter?” Let us of the weaker(?) sex 
reply, “Of course it is, dear fathers, 
brothers, and husbands. We ought to 
know, for we have labored in homes and 
kitchens, attempting to aid and extract 
some service from negro labor for the past 
three centuries. Our great-grandmothers 
filled early graves from weaving, spinning, 
cutting the cloth and even sewing to 
clothe the negroes in their care. Teaching 
them to cook, clean, read, write, and also 
caring for their souls. About one out of 
ten of these poor downtrodden creatures, 
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WE’D LIKE TO HAVE 
YOU AS A CUSTOMER— 


Are you new here? 

Are you about ready to open a 
bank account? If so we’d like to 
tell you this: 

We want new business, large or 
small. When we get it, we want to 
deserve it—and to keep on deserv- 
ing it through the years. 

If you will start with us we be- 
lieve you will want to continue. We’d 
like to have you as a customer—and 
we hope to see you soon. 


Virginia Trust Company 
821 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
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came anywhere near becoming expert in 
any of the above skills. Yet women of 
culture, and refinement, and many Chris- 
tian graces continued to love and care for 
all of these for whom they (the women) 
felt morally responsible. 

Few men would ever be hampered in 
their business with such employees as we 
women have had to endure in our arduous 
home affairs. Let us, as the weaker sex, 
read the news, continue to tend the chil- 
dren, the kitchen, the social home affairs, 
and even the FURNACE, while we SMILE, 
and watch those who are “in the know” 
make the colored folks over, even to try- 
ing to make them WHITE. 


WE HAVE HEARD some reports about 

the “Pink Fringe of Methodism,” but 
none so far about the “Pink Fringe of 
Protestantism.” Is it in the making? Or 
are we wrong in even voicing such a ques- 
tion? We ask for enlightenment. 

Will the abolishment of all the many 
and expensive negro churches of our dear 
country, while we crowd these poor be- 
wildered mortals into our already over- 
crowded white churches accomplish a 
great good? Will the very different modes 
of colored churches worshipping as they 
are accustomed to worship help our church 
proceedures or help theirs? I ask for some 
assurance as to the result? And this ques- 
tion applies to schools and colleges, too. 

COMMUNISM has as it’s objective DE- 
STRUCTION, and all this tearing up of the 
foundations of Negro Life in our U. S. A. 
smacks to me of Communism. I may be 
wrong; if so I am open to conviction and 
convincing truth on the subject. Most of 
the negroes don’t welcome the change, and 
those that do want it are mostly the un- 
desirable ones and should not have it. 


Education, wealth and world recognition 
will come to the exceptional negro any- 
way, as it has ever done in past years. 
And we who try to follow the Christ re- 
joice with these who earn these rewards. 

In my own home I have the same negro 
woman who has been with me close to 
thirty years. Her husband was a big 
rascal—a backsliding preacher who served 
a term in the penitentiary, (and should 
have served several, in my humble esti- 
mation). He did little or nothing for his 
poor sick wife, but she worked and cared 
for herself with our assistance. When the 
white folks flew haywire and opened our 
churches to a mixed congregation at the 
union Thanksgiving srvice this year, she 
did not attend and was in favor of having 
a colored Union Service. So maybe the 
negroes DON’T EVEN WANT what is be- 
ing forced on them. How should we of 
the weaker(?) sex know. The race is emo- 
tional and different from the white one. 


SEVERAL YEARS AGO on a trip home 

from visiting in Atlanta, I met a very 
intellectual and charming Presbyterian 
minister from Brooklyn, New York. We 
talked of much of mutual interest in 
church life. He was retiring from his 
Brooklyn church, and (of all things) was 
locating in Greensboro, N. C. He stated 
that due to “Boss Ward Politicians” the 
negroes were being rented apartments and 
sold homes among the white sections of 
the city, and were filling the churches, 
theatres, etc. It was ALL very unpleasant 
to him and he was locating (for his old 


age) in a Southern city where such was 
unknown. They had the negroes in con- 
trol. Laughable, wasn’t it? He asked me 


what our town would do under such con- 
ditions? At that time our town was 
strictly Southern in our customs, and I 


second-class matter, June 15, 1910, 


2-9492. 10c¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 


told him that it could not happen there, 


I smiled and so did he. Now with all these 
new laws, I wonder, but somehow TI stil} 
smile, for knowing our Southern Negroes, 
loving them and serving them as a busy 
doctor’s wife, I don’t believe they want to 
do as the Brooklyn negroes, 

Let us preserve our sense of humor and 
say with Lewis Carroll in “Alice in Won- 
derland,” 


“Ah, that such difference should be 
‘Twixt TWEEDLEDUM and TWEEDLBE. 
DEE.” 


A QUESTIONER. 


@®EDITORS’ NOTE—The letter which ac. 
companied the foregoing comments stated 
that the writer, whose name was given, 
teaches a Bible class for men and women, 


Sees Clergy-Controlled Church 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I think Mr. Duncan (Feb. 12) has 
touched on an important matter. I have 
always felt that with all our “song and 
dance” about representative government 
we were a clergy-controlled church, I took 
a new elder last meeting of Kanawha and 
in his report to the Session he said he felt 
he had been in a preacher’s meeting, that 
they took the situation over and ran the 
affairs of the meetings and that he was 
more or less an onlooker. 

We took a little step in that meeting to 
make new elders feel more at home. We 
passed a resolution making it a custom 
to have new elders introduced to the pres- 
bytery, elders not having attended before. 
Along with Mr. Duncan I would like to 
see more positive steps taken to improve 
the place of the ruling elder in our church 
courts. 

w. J. B. LIVINGSTON. 

Logan, W. Va. 


Love vs. Violence 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


As we approach another Good Friday, it 
might not beeamiss to remind ourselves 
of the statement written by Kagawa in 
his book: Love the Law of Life (page 167). 
A few days ago while looking through 
some notes of a sermon I preached in 
March, 1934, I found I used this quotation: 

“Since love has never abhorred martyr- 
dom, it perceives that in the process of 
evolution it is more effective to be killed 
than to kill. Men who fear to make the 
sacrifices of life will have to fight. Those 
who believe in the sacrifice through love, 
believe in the principle of non-injury. For 
those who eternally evolve there is an 
eternal cross. Love injures none, is eter- 
nal. Violence is degeneracy, it is its own 
destruction.” 

Sincerely yours, 
H. V. LOFQUIST. 

Asheville, N. C. 





IN THIS ISSUE— 


—Dr. Thompson’s Bible study 
(page 13) deals with such important 
topies as: 

The Beginnings of the World; 

Evolution; 

The ‘‘Days”’ of Creation; 

The Purpose (or End) of Crea- 
tion. 

What Does it Mean for Man to 
Be Made in ‘‘The Image”’ of 
God? 


DO NOT MISS IT. 








at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 





OLD 


———— 


Vol. 1 


Ur 


Wh 
nifica! 
in Jay 
tury ¢ 

Tok 
vailed 
sembl 
was 
mane! 
tee, t 
had b 
open. 
to the 
his r 
came 
of th 
group 
Unite 
these 
Rinzo 
yoshi 
and fi 
sons 
Unite 
going 
(the d 
in usi 
cient] 
fusal 
withi1 
effort 
other 
decla 
cal 4 
chure 
ized r 
(Chri 
is loc 
was | 
purpo 
dence 
and ¢ 
politi 


An 
of the 
tor al 
Other 
backg 
cular’ 
withd 
less 1 
the TU 
that 
and g 
Sion | 
Marc] 
be for 


In 
tury | 
ter: 


“Tt 
threa 
grour 
the } 
Bapti 
that | 
to cu 
chure 
relate 
acon 
of th 
Kyod 


ere, 
hese 
still 
‘0es, 
usy 
it to 


and 
Von- 


LE- 


h ae- 
fated 
iven, 
men, 


have 
and 
ment 
took 
. and 
> felt 
that 
n the 
was 


ng to 


istom 
pres- 
efore. 
ke to 
prove 
hurch 


ON. 


lay, it 
selves 
wa in 
> 167). 
rough 
ed in 
ation: 
artyr- 
ess of 
killed 
ke the 
Those 
1 love, 
r, For 
is an 
3 eter- 
Ss own 


IST. 


study 
yrtant 


rid; 
Crea- 


[an to 
re ” of 


under 





The Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 133. No. 12. March 19, 1951 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





United Effort Near Break in Japan 


Christian Century Correspondent Says Secession May Come Soon 


What many will consider highly sig- 
nificant news about the missionary effort 
in Japan appears in The Christian Cen- 
tury of March 7: 

Tokyo, Feb. 15—The peace that pre- 
vailed on the surface at the General As- 
sembly of the United Church in October 
was deceptive. Charges of political 
maneuvering by the nominating commit- 
tee, to which members of the old guard 
had been appointed, were soon out in the 
open. The election of Yoshimune Abe 
to the official board raised protests and 
his resignation soon followed. Then 
came rumblings on the part of a section 
of the former Presbyterian-Reformed 
group. Recently withdrawal from the 
United Church was announced by 16 of 
these churches in Hokkaido (led by 
Rinzo Onomura of Sapporo and Haru- 
yoshi Kondo of Otaru), one in Tokyo 
and five in Yokohama and vicinity. Rea- 
sons given are the hesitation of the 
United Church to deal in a thorough- 
going way with the creedal question 
(the Apostles’ Creed, the only statement 
in use, not being considered a suffi- 
ciently Protestant statement); the re- 
fusal to recognize denominational lines 
within the church (common evangelistic 
effort with some members belonging to 
other denominational traditions being 
declared impossible because of theologi- 
cal differences); the moving of the 
church headquarters to the commercial- 
ized region in which the Kyo Bun Kwan 
(Christian Literature Society) building 
is located (even though that building 
was originally erected with this very 
purpose in mind); the increasing depen- 
dence on financial aid from abroad; 
and questions of personnel and church 
politics. 


Mediation Efforts Fruitless 


A mediation visit to the official board 
of the Hokkaido district by the modera- 
tor and vice-moderator proved fruitless. 
Other churches of the same traditional 
background are being visited and cir- 
cularized by the seceders to join in the 
withdrawal. Restoration seems hope- 
less unless denominationl lines within 
the United Church are recognized, and 
that would mean surrendering union 
and going back to federation. The seces- 
sion is to be effectuated by the end of 
March, unless a mediating formula can 
be found. 


In the same issue, The Christian Cen- 
tury comments editorially on this mat- 
ter: 


“It is true that the churches now 
threatening secession are almost all 
fsroups which were formerly related to 
the Presbyterian, U. S., and Southern 
Baptist mission boards. It is also true 
that the inability of some other boards 
to cut the apron strings that bind the 
churches and pastors who were formerly 
related to their denominations has been 
a contributing factor in the development 
of the total situation with which the 
Kyodan is now confronted. 


“It is probably too much to hope that, 


under their present leadership, the 
Southern Presbyterian and Southern 
Baptist boards will discourage the 


schism which is scheduled to be effectu- 
ated by the end of this month. But it 
is not too late for the boards cooperat- 
ing in the interboard committee for 
work in Japan to act immediately to 
strengthen the Kyodan and to prevent 
further secession. Two steps in this di- 
rection can be taken at once. 


“First, the cooperating boards can ask 
the missionaries to merge their fellow- 
ship groups, which are organized on a 
denominational basis, into one fellow- 
ship of missionaries inclusive of all in 
the cooperating churches. Any mission- 
ary who finds himself unable to partici- 
pate fully in this larger fellowship is 
spiritually unprepared for service in 
present-day Japan and should be re- 
called. 

“Second, the denominations cooperat- 
ing in the interboard committee should 
act at once to prove that they are as in- 
terested in the present cooperative en- 
deavor as in their former denomina- 
tional missions. They can do this by 
contributing as liberally toward the 
work of the Kyodan as they formerly 
did to their denominational missions. 
They are not doing this now, as the Jap- 
anese know. There are few more than 
half as many missionaries in Japan now 
as 20 years ago. And few, if any, boards 
are now spending as much money for 
work in that country as then.’”’ (See 
editorial, page 8.) 


CHINA MISSIONARIES WAITING 
FOR PERMITS 


Last news from missionary personnel 


in China (dated Feb. 20) says, “Now 
we are eight.* Dr. (Martin A.) Hop- 
kins got away from Shanghai this 


morning, much improved in health after 
his three weeks stay in Shanghai.” 

Other missionaries are awaiting per- 
mits. The Frank Prices hope for their 
permits by mid-April. 

Yenching and Shanghai Universities 
have been taken under state control and 
other Christian universities, middle 
schools and hospitals will have to re- 
ceive government aid in place of mission 
subsidies. Self-supporting churches will 
others will have to find new 

help or be aided by the 
stronger churches. No mission grants 
paid. Seminaries and 
Bible schools are facing extreme diffi- 
culties because of this. 

A dynamic young evangelist, Ku Ren- 
en, is attracting great crowds to his 
meetings in the churches of Shanghai. 
yovernment officials attended some 
meetings, listened to Ku’s preaching 
and watched sick people being healed 
by prayer, but did not interfere. 


carry on; 
sources of 


are now being 





*The Eight: The Frank Prices; 
Misses Frances Stribling, Marion Wilcox, 
Katheryne Thompson, Charlotte Dunlap, 
Ruth Worth; Dr. Joe Wilkerson. 





The Fellowship of Prayer, Lenten Season, 1951 


What the Cross Does 


And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they 


crucified him.—Luke 23:33 (K. J. V.). 


Read Isaiah 53. 


Erskine of Linlathen used to express his wonder at what he called 


“the dumbness of Ged.” 


brass. 


Ccd would not speak. The heavens were 
When he prayed, Ged never came back with an audible answer. 


Was there ever a man of us who} did; not have a similar experience? 
We hoped, and dreamed, and wondered about God. We asked if he 
cared ; whether he was a Ged of mercy, or whether he was a tyrant sitting 
on his throne, delighting in his children’s misery. 


But somehow at the Cross Gcd’s silence is broken. 


lets us see through the darkness. 
and we see behind the scene. 


He speaks. He 


The veil of the temple is rent in twain, 
We hear his voice cutting through the 
silence like the sweep of a sword-blade. 


When he speaks he tells, not 


of his austerity, justice, and majesty, but of his love, forgiveness, and 


renewal of life. 


One ‘‘shining hour’’ before the Cross is enough to save 
us from cynicism, fear, and despair. 


Let Us Pray: O God, we would stand long enough before that strange 
Man hanging on his Cross until our hearts melt and we are cleansed from 


all anger, revenge and hate. 


Hasten the day when the nations will lose 
their warring natures in his redemptive love. 


Amen. 


From The Fellowship of Prayer, prepared by Frederick K. Stamm for the 


National Council of Churches. 


Copyright 19651. 











Some Changes Needed 


@EDITORS’ N OT E—In connection 
with the recent articles by Dr. Lingle on 
“Changes I Have Seen” (OUTLOOK, 
Jan, 22, Feb. 5, 19), individuals were 
asked to contribute their suggestions to 
“Changes I Should 
Here they are: 


these columns on 
Like to See.”’ 


Three Points 
WM. MONROE CLARK, Minister, Thom- 


son, Ga.: 


theological semi- 


naries into two, with emphasis on fine 


1. Combine our 


graduate work in at least one of the two. 

2. Use laymen instead of preachers 
for many more of the executive positions 
in our Boards, thus releasing many 
preachers for the pastorate and evangel- 
istic work. 

3. In training ministers, require 
supervised work in a pastoral capacity 
for at 


credit for same. 


least two summers, with due 


(1) Inner Experience, (2) Union 


CHARLES L. KING, 
Church, Houston, Texas: 


Minister, First 


I would like to see greater emphasis 
upon Christianity as a religion of inner 
attitudes and 
“Where- 
fore if any man is in Christ he is a new 


experience resulting in 


practices that are Christlike. 
(New Creation). 


creature.”’ Is our pres- 


ent program producing new creations 
or new members? 
would like to 


see an increasing consciousness on the 


In the second place I 


part of our church that in union with 
other great evangelical churches it will 
receive quite as much as it has to give. 
The change will hardly 
without the first. 


second come 


The Place of Women 


DOUGLAS SUMMERS (Mrs. H. Dockery) 
BROWN, Rock Hill, S. C.: 


Naturally, I am 
the article on 


much interested in 
woman’s position in the 
church The thing that occurs to me 
is: If the remaining feeling of opposi- 
tion—and there is such, particularly on 
the local level——to 
ticipation in church affairs is based upon 
scriptural 
should be given a clear, authoritative, 
fully-publicized word on this point. On 
the other hand, if this remaining opposi- 
tion is based upon a fear that the men 
may withdraw from church activity and 
let it be ‘‘a then we 
should face this fear and decide whether 
it is real or imaginary. Many feel that 
this is the real crux of the matter. 
On the other hand, if there 
scriptural prohibition, as Dr. Lingle in- 
timates, is it fair or just to exclude a 
large group of God's people from serv- 
ing him in order to create a sense of ex- 
clusiveness or who 


4 


woman’s full par 


teachings, then we women 


woman's job,” 


is no 


urgency in some 


would not otherwise? I would 
like to see a reprint of Dr. Vance’s re- 


port to the Assembly of 1916. 


serve 


‘*Fists in Their Voices’’ 


STUART CURRIE, Minister, Fulton, 


Mo.: 

A change in the atmosphere in which 
subjects are discussed, 
viva voce and in print. ‘‘Let all bitter- 
ness and all passionate feeling, all anger 
and loud insulting language, be un- 
known among you—and also every kind 
of malice,” pleads St. Paul. And Calvin, 
“Every member of the 


controversial 


fidei defensor; 
chureh is required to exert himself for 
the general edification, according to the 
measure of his grace, provided he do it 
decently and in order; that is to say, 
that we should neither forsake the com- 
munion of the church, nor, by continu- 
ing in it, disturb its peace and well-regu- 
lated discipline. . . . For there have 
always been persons, who, from a false 
sanctity, as if they 
were already spirits, de- 
spised the society of all men in whom 


notion of perfect 


disembodied 


they could discover any remains of hu- 
There are others 
from an inconsiderate 


man infirmity. 
who err, more 
zeal for righteousness. For where 
our Lord requires the exercise of mercy, 
indulge 
themselves in immoderate severity.’’— 
Institutes, Book IV, Cap. I, sec. xii. 
Let’s read sections xii-xvi before each 
Court meeting. 


they entirely neglect it, and 


No Question or Reservation 


CHARLES A. ROWLAND, Layman, 
Athens, Ga.: 


I am a Presbyterian of whom it might 
be said, ‘‘time runneth not to the con- 
trary.”’ 

My first contact with the church, as 
a lad, was when my father was clerk of 
the session of the First Presbyterian 
Chureh of Augusta, Georgia, when Dr. 
Joseph R. Wilson was pastor. 

Then the Bible was accepted without 
question or reservations, as The Word 
of God, and our Confession of Faith, as 
the best exposition of same. 

I would like to see a church-wide, pul- 
pit and pew, acceptance and emphasis 
placed on these two foundation stones. 

I believe this would solve our head- 
aches. 


Some Things Are Shaken 


CHARLES E. S. KRAEMER, Minister, 
First Church, Charlotte, N. C.: 


The record which the articles relate 
strengthens the conviction that we 
preach a living gospel. ‘“‘The Word of 
God cannot be bound.” 

Every generation is confronted with 


the temptation to limit and confine 
God’s Word within the patterns of 
thought and habits of life to which we 
have become accustomed. Even such a 
brief review reveais the unhappy waste 
of time and heart-aches that result from 


yielding to that temptation. But there 
is encouragement too for ‘‘this word yet 
once more signifieth the removal of 
those things that are shaken, as of 
things that are made, that those things 
which cannot be shaken may remain.” 


Fifty Years from Now 


W. B. GUERRANT, President, Austin 
College: 


Dr. Lingle’s articles in THE OUT- 
LOOK impressed me with a sense of sin- 
cere gratification for the progress made 
by our church within the life-span of 
this great man. We have a renewed 
hope for the future. 

We pray that fifty years hence some 
historian can write, among other things, 
of even greater changes in the following 
fields of our church’s work: 

There is an open door in the field of 
evangelism. We, as a people, are just 
beginning to glimpse the possibilities of 
Christian education as a wonderfully 
efficient implement of the church in 
bringing the gospel to the masses. 
Then, there is the open door in foreign 
missions. A troubled, turbulent mass 
of humanity is blindly moving forward 
to some goal. May it be to Christ! 

Again, there is an ever-present chal- 
lenge to the church in the field of Chris- 
tian relations. he church has a very 
real message for our society which we 
have preached but have not generally 
practiced. Success here would bring a 
which would move 
our nation to its depths. 


revival of religion 


Unite in Small Communities 
J. R. HUDSON, Layman, Lowell, N. C.: 


A movement towards union with 
other Protestant churches in establish- 
ing, and supporting, NON-denomina- 
tional churches in areas where we are 
now establishing a little chapel of each 
denomination, creating a situation simi- 
lar to the ‘‘one-room school house’’ be- 
fore consolidation of schools. 


Five Points 

R. W. JABLONOWSKI, Jr., Minister, 
St. Stephen Church, Ft. Worth, Texas: 

1. A central treasurer at the Assem- 
bly level, together with budget per- 
centage distribution to all Boards as the 
money is received. 

2. A real Presbyterian 
the Church, 

3. Reunion of the Presbyterian fam- 
ily in America. 

4. A spirit of ecumenicity at work in 
the Board of World Missions, with 
specific reference to the I. C. U. and the 
Kyodan in Japan. 

5. Let’s stop apologizing for Presby- 
terianism and put it to work in all its 
glorious completeness. 


doctrine of 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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The Fact of the Resurrection 


By ERNEST F. SCOTT* 


Christian festival. It comes just 

at the beginning of spring, and 
as we welcome the revival of the earth 
after its winter sleep, we rejoice in the 
message that Christ also arose from 
the dead. We wish to believe in the 
message, but wonder sometimes whether 
it is true. It rests only on some an- 
cient records which seem at many points 
to contradict one another. How far 
can we rely on them? Was the Resur- 
rection a fact or only a fond illusion, 
based perhaps on some incident which 
was not properly understood? 

There are five passages in the New 
Testament, four in the Gospels and one 
in Corinthians 15:3-8, which describe 
at some length how Christ arose. They 
are supplemented by several brief ac- 
counts in the book of Acts, and by ref- 
erences to the main fact which are 
scattered everywhere throughout the 
New Testament. 


E ASTER has always been the great 


Two Groups of Passages 


When the passages are examined and 
compared they fall roughly into two 
groups. In one we are told that when 
the rock-hewn tomb was visited on the 
third day (more exactly about thirty 
hours) after Jesus’ death, it was found 
empty. In the other group all the em- 
phasis is thrown on the appearances of 
the risen Christ to his disciples. 

The Christian imagination has been 
fascinated by the story of the empty 
tomb, so beautifully told in the Gospels. 
Jesus had been laid in the grave, but 
when the faithful women returned to 
it after the Sabbath was over to per- 
form the funeral rites, they found it 
unoccupied; he was not there but had 
risen. There is no reason to doubt this 
narrative in the Gospels, but obviously 
by itself it signifies little. The body 
may have been removed, as unbelievers 
contended at the time, or in the twilight 
of dawn the women may have mistaken 
the tomb. 

We are told that at first they said 
nothing, and only broke their silence 
when the disciples returned to Jerusa- 
lem, full of the wonderful tidings that 
they had seen Jesus. The evidence of 
the women served only to corroborate 
this other one. The real proof that 
Jesus had risen was the actual vision 
of him, granted first to Peter, then to 
the rest of the disciples. 

Of all the New Testament accounts 
the primary one is undoubtedly that 
of Paul in I Corinthians. He wrote 





*Dr. Scott was long the professor of 
New Testament at Union Seminary, 
New York. He is now retired. His re- 
cent book is on “The Lord’s Prayer’’ 
(Scribners). This article appears here 
through the kind permission of The 
Presbyterian Record (Canada). 


MARCH 19, 1951 


twenty years before any of the evan- 
gelists, and expressly says that his testi- 
mony is that of all the Apostles. He 
says nothing of the empty tomb, but 
speaks only of the different occasions 
when Jesus had been seen after his 
death. His knowledge had come to him 
directly from the eye-witnesses, who 
were his personal friends, and it had 
been confirmed by his own experience. 
He had himself beheld the risen Lord, 
in the moment of his conversion. 

It may be argued that those early 
disciples were under some delusion, but 
they were all sane men, and there can 
be no doubt whatever of their profound 
conviction that the Lord had appeared 
to them. It was in the strength of 
their strange experience that they de- 
voted their lives henceforth to his serv- 
ice and were prepared, if need be, to 
die for him. Their faith was rooted 
in the assurance that their Master was 
still living and was present with them 
in all that they did and suffered. 

They must, indeed, have seen the 
Risen Lord, but we can tell nothing of 
the form in which he was manifested, 
and perhaps they cou'd not have told 
this themselves. Did they see him with 
their bodily eyes, or with some interior 
vision which pierced beyond the world 
of sense? Paul himself says, “God re- 
vealed his Son in me,” suggesting that 


what he saw was within his soul as 
well as outside of him. 


Our Real Concern: The Fact 


There have been endless discussions 
as to the mode of the Resurrection, 
and it leads to nothing, for we can 
never know how a being in the invisi- 
ble world makes contact with this one. 
Our real concern should be not with 
the manner of the Resurrection, but 
with the fact. Whatever may have been 
the nature of the visions, they brought 
to the disciples an unshable conviction 
that the Master whom they loved was 
still alive. They could feel for ever 
afterwards with him asa present friend. 

It has sometimes been said that the 
church is built on an empty tomb, but 
you cannot build anything on emptiness. 
Our faith is grounded in the positive 
fact that Jesus came back to his dis- 
ciples after he seemed to have departed. 
The question is asked why the appear- 
ances ceased after that brief period at 
the beginning. If they had been real, 
would they not have been repeated over 
and again for the comfort of Christ’s 
people? Why should we not have those 
blessed visions now? 

But in a true sense they have never 
ceased. All who believe in Christ have 
conscious of him, in their hour 
of need, as a living presence. Not merely 
from the ancient testimonies but from 
their own most personal experience they 
can say with the first disciples, ‘‘He is 
not dead but has risen.’’ 


been 


The Empty Tomb, the Living Lord 


By CHARLES R. ERDMAN 


HE TOMB was empty. There is 

no doubt of that. The body of 

Jesus had disappeared from the 
rock-hewn sepulcher in ‘“Joseph’s lovely 
garden,”’ otherwise the hostile rulers 
would produced the body and 
gloated over the discomfitted disciples 
who had begun to testify of a risen 
Christ. Aside from their testimony, 
what explanation can be given of the 
empty tomb? 

“His disciples came by night, and 
stole him away while we slept,’’ so said 
the soldiers who had been stationed to 
guard the tomb; but actually his 
seattered disciples were hiding in fear. 
How could they so suddenly have re- 
gained their courage and as suddenly 
lost it again? If the guards were 
asleep, how did they know what hap- 


have 


pened? Should they have slept while 
on duty their lives would have been 
forfeit. Yet this explanation given by 


the soldiers is no more absurd or in- 
credible or incriminating than all other 
explanations of the empty tomb—ex- 
cepting one. 


*Professor emeritus, Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


“Christ did not die on the cross’’; 
so some would have us believe. ‘He 
merely swooned; he was laid in the 
grave and a few days later he fought 
his way out and forever disappeared.” 
There is little probability in such a 
Whatever one may believe as 
to the resurrection, there is no doubt 
that Christ ‘‘was crucified, dead and 
buried.”’ 

They Said He Did Not Rise 

“He did not rise, but his disciples 
invented a falsehood and wrote the story 
long years after his death’; but the 
fact is they began to preach of a risen 
Christ only a few days after he had 
died. 

“The disciples imagined that they 
saw him; their dream developed into a 
belief’’; but in reality they did not ex- 
pect him to rise; even when they saw 
him they found his resurrection hard 
to believe. ‘Five hundred men at once”’ 
who met him on the mountain, would 
not have had the same halucination nor 
have agreed upon the same false wit- 
ness. 

Upon such falsehoods or myths the 
Christian Church never could have been 
built. 


fable. 











Where Was Christ? 
The tomb was empty; but that is not 
present Where 
that day? 
This is our concern and it is our com- 
fort. 
the mourner, just 
broken heart today. He 
her that he was to ascend, to withdraw 
into the sphere of the unseen, that he 
might by his Spirit be to every mourner 
and Comforter and 


so much our concern. 


was Christ on resurrection 
He was in the garden with Mary 
with 
was assuring 


as he is every 


a present ‘‘Master’’ 
Friend. 

He was with Peter that day in some 
lonely, sacred spot, where he heard a 
pitiful 
pardon and peace, just as he will meet 
today repentant follower 
whose heart is burdened by the remem- 


confession and spoke words of 


with every 
brance of having denied his Lord. He 
is seeking for such sorrowing penitents 
today. 

He was with the two discouraged dis- 


ciples on the country road as they 
journeyed toward Emmaus; so, unrec- 
ognized, he is with those of us who, 
as we walk, are saddened by disappoint- 
ment and doubt. He is ready to open 
to us the Scriptures, to converse with 
us as we journey, and to make himself 
known in the “breaking of bread.” 


He Is Ready 

That evening he was with the disci- 
ples in the upper room where they were 
gathered in secret. So today he will 
be with us when we meet with fellow- 
believers to share our experiences, our 
hopes and our fears. He is ready to 
repeat for us that word of ‘‘peace,” to 
breathe his Spirit into our hearts, and 
Father had 
sent him, to bring to the dark despair- 
the message of redeeming 
love, of forgiveness and of everlasting 
life. 


to send us out even as the 


ing world 


Beginning the CHURCH WORKER SERIES 


1. The Ruling Elder 


Introduction 


During the past year many Presbyterians in response to our invitation, 


have sent us suggestions which they themselves wish they were in position to 


make to various workers in the church. 


In order to make their suggestions 


impersonal they have given us the opportunity to offer constructive criticisms 


and to point out ways in which various forms of service can be improved. As 


we begin this series, which can easily be a long one, helpful suggestions are still 


desired about any and all church workers. 


It is our present plan to give the 


direct words which have come to us in one article and to discuss some of the 


i-ems raised by these suggestions the second week. 


I SHOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST 
TO—THE ELDERS 


e “That they 
duties of elders!”’ 


really perform the 

e “That their office was not intended 
to honor them, but gives them an oppoer- 
tunity to honor God; that they visit new 
church members, ihe sick, and prospec- 
tive church members; that they attend 
the services they require their minister 
to conduct.” 

e “That they consider the need for 
the rotary system. This session is com- 
posed of men who have been elders for 
35-50 years, and two young men who 
were elders before they came to this 
church. The older men are earnest, 
loyal (almost never miss a meeting), 
consecrated, and willing; but because of 
their age and infirmities are unable to 
serve on anything that demands much 
planning or action. Consequently, the 
two young men carry the load. Why is 
it that our church provides for compul- 
sory retirement for ministers (giving 
them an honorably retired status), but 
allows ruling elders to serve (or not to 
serve, as the case may be) regardless of 
age or length of service?” 

e “That they inform themselves more 
thoroughly on our church program and 
then be eager to cooperate and contrib. 


EDITORS. 





ute to every phase. Reading church 
papers I consider a great necessity.”’ 

e “Please be taore considerate of 
youth leaders as they plan Sunday ac- 
tivities for young people. Very few of 
the elders have young people in their 
homes now and they seem to have for- 
gotten the problems the church faces in 
this situation.” 

e “That they make an effort to re- 
establish our neglected family altars, 
especially in homes where there are chil- 
dren to be trained.” 

e “That they take a more active in- 
terest in the promotion and direction of 
the Sunday school.” 

e “Be known in the community as a 
spiritual leader rather than as a winner 
in public bridge tourneys.”’ 

e “That you are elected an elder 
does not mean you are superannuated 
nor completed your service; you are the 
pastor’s assistants and should really be 
prepared to do this or quit; your job as 
elder is not confined to just session 
meetings or even skipping that on flimsy 
excuses. Do your job or resign; do not 
base your present service on past serv- 
ice.” 

e “That those who are able-bodied 
resign their office if they do not intend 
to be active.” 

e “That they call on the new mem- 
bers.”’ 


-@ “That they take their vows as seri- 
ously as they want the pastor to take 
his.”’ 

e “That they consider seriously some 
means of seeing that every church 
family reads at least one church paper, 
even to the extent of paying some por- 
tion of the subscription.” 

e “That they set aside a part of one 
day every week to visit the sick, the sor- 
rowing and the stranger; I would ask 
them to retire from the active eldership 
as soon as they reach the point when 
they can no longer attend the meetings; 
T would urge them to go to the young 
pecple’s evening meetings at least three 
times a year because that would perhaps 
keep them from being too critical.” 

e@ “That they are the spiritual leaders 
of the church and more is expected of 
them than merely serving communion 
and appointing committees. There are 
certain duties in the church that they 
themscelves should do without searching 
for others to do the job.” 


@ “T would like to see better coopera- 
tion with the Deacons.” 


@ “When elders are married to wo- 
men who spend most of their time and 
energy . .”’ (THIS ITEM is being held 
up for a separate discussion of ‘*Elders’ 
Wives.”” Any suggestions ?—Eds.) 


e “They should be elected for three 
to five years only.” 


e “That they snould take absolutely 
seriously the qualifications and duties as 
set forth in Chapters X and XIV of the 
300k of Church Order. The _ elders 
should be the hardest working group in 
the church and they would be if they 
took their duties to heart. Too many 
of our elders have been elected because 
they have served faithfully for years on 
the Diaconate and their age (usually 50 
and over) implies that they are unable 
to serve actively any longer. Therefore, 
they are put out “‘to graze’”’ in the pleas- 
ant and undisturbed (and undisturbing) 
pasture of the session. Nothing has hurt 
our church more than this. Calvin real- 
ized this possibility and cautioned: 
“Constant care is required, that (the 
elders) be not unequal to the burden im- 
posed upon them, or, in other words, 
that they be endowed with those talents 
which are necessary to the discharge of 
their duty.” Maybe they should not be 
called elders, which implies almost se- 
nility, but rather, presbyters. If our 
elders took their duties more seriously, 
I am sure they would be the strong right 
arm of the pastors, which they ought to 
be.” 


e “At present, I have nothing I could 
suggest to our elders—there was a day 
when plenty of things could have been 
suggested—-for I really think we now 
have a splendid men’s working group, 
which, of course, includes the elders. Of 
course, they probably have their own 
peculiar ideas of which I would not 
know, not working with them, but on 
the whole, they are working very well.” 
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BRINGS HIS HOUSE 


Orleans recently to open the first Dutch sailors’ mission in the southern 









Jan Wristers of Amsterdam, who came to New 





United States, is shown above bidding farewell to Capt. Peter W. Borst 
of the Netherlands Line (left) just before going ashore. With Mr. Wris- 


ters are his wife and four of five children who came with him. The bag- 

gage of the resourceful minister included a complete pre-fabricated house, 

a car, a piano and an organ. Parts of the house may be seen in the back- 

ground. Mr. Wristers explained that he brought the house all the way 

from Amsterdam to avoid high prices and the American housing shortage. 

The family is now living in Lakeview, a sub-division of New Orleans.— 
RNS Photo. 


$3.50 


Sdited by Ruth Selden 

Truly inspired reading for the 
whole family—twenty-four ageless 
stories from the Old and New 
Testaments, told by the world’s 
greatest story-tellers. Stories by 
Mark Twain, Thomas Mann, Henry 
Van Dyke, Sholem Asch and others. 

“Something new in books. . 
The Editor. .has made excel- 
lent choices. .A unique col- 
lection and one which is perma- 
nently valuable.’’ — Presbyterian 
Outlook. 


at all bookstores 


STEPHEN DAYE PRESS 
New York 10 











Presbyterians Follow Methodists 
In Number of U. S. Senators 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Members 
of the Methodist Church are the most 
numerous in the United States Senate, 
an unofficial census of the 96 senators 
discloses. 

Presbyterians and Episcopalians tie 
for second place. By religious faiths 
the Senate comprises 85 Protestants, ten 
Roman Catholics, and one Jew. 

Protestant members include 19 
Methodists, 14 Presbyterians, 14 Epis- 
copalians, ten Baptists, eight Congrega- 
tionalists, six Disciples of Christ, five 
Lutherans, three Mormons, three Chris- 
tian Scientists, two Quakers, and one 
Unitarian. 

A preliminary survey of the House 
of Representatives indicates that Metho- 
dists also are the largest group in that 
chamber. The proportion of Protestant 
and Roman Catholic members is about 
the same as in the Senate. 





CO Gets ‘Harshest’ 
Prison Sentence 


Topeka, Kan. (RNS)—A _ 15-year 
prison sentence, described as ‘‘the harsh- 
est given any Selective Service violator 
since the passage of the original draft 
law in 1940,” was imposed by a federal 
judge here on Robert Michener, 19-year- 
old Quaker conscientious objector of 
Hays, Kan., Drake University student. 
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Mr. Michener pleaded guilty in U. S. 
District Court to failure to fill out the 
Selective Service questionnaire, failure 
to report for his physical examination, 
and refusal to report for induction. His 
prison term was set by Judge Delmas 
Hill, who had previously sentenced the 
youth to a year and a day for non-regis- 
tration. 

The Quaker CO received five years in 
prison, the maximum under the law, on 
each of the three counts. Two of the 
sentences are to run consecutively and 
the third concurrently, making their 
total the equivalent of a ten-year sen- 
tence. 
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EDITORIAL 


Can We Have Teamwork in Japan? 





Although an individual mission- 
letter to this 


circulated, 


ary's country, now 
condemns us_ for 
United 


Church in Japan, we have never sup- 


being 
supporting the Kyodan, the 
One reason for this, 
if there is the great 
difficulty in getting accurate informa- 
tion about our work or the total effort 
in Japan. That this should be true is 
unfortunate, but it is true. One re- 
quest which we made in a certain mis- 
sion field brought us this reply, “I wish 
1 could give you this information, but 
I am here because........ said I could 
be here and I want to continue to 
serve here, so I cannot give it to you.”’ 
(Missionaries cannot return to service 
after their furloughs except by unani- 
mous vote of the mission.) 

Nevertheless, we have continued to 
seek accurate inormation wherever we 
could find it. This week we are dis- 
turbed by the news which we are re- 
printing from The Christian Century 
on page three. 

Although we have not supported the 


ported it as such. 
were no other, 


Kyodan as such, we have tried in every 
way to support and encourage a united 
work—such a work, for example, as we 
have in the Church of Christ in China, 
and elsewhere. 

We know the unfortunate circum- 
stances which brought the Kyodan into 
being and we deplore the pressure of 
the state in regard to it, but we also 
know the unfortunate origins of many 
enterprises which have later been capa- 
ble of modification and change. We 
have always clung to the possibility that 
the Kyodan or United Church would 
move toward some of these higher hopes 
and would lose any unworthy qualities 
which might have continued from the 
days of the war. 

We do not know the validity of the 
charge that our people are supporting 
and encouraging schism but this charge 
has been made repeatedly — not only 
that they were pulling out, which they 
had a right to do, but that they were 
also seeking to draw with them groups 
from entirely different denominational 
backgrounds and support. 

Again we say, without having access 
to all the information which we should 
like to have about this, we hate to see 
our church’s people charged with lead- 
ership in a schismatic movement when 
it might be possible for them to lead 
the way in Christian unity, as they do 
increasingly at home and on other mis- 
sion fields abroad. 


Where Were the Eleven? 


The recent annual meeting of the 
Western Section of the Presbyterian 
Alliance at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., was 
very important. Far-reaching proposals 
It is all the more dis- 
tressing, then, that of the 16 Presbyte- 
rian appointed by the 
General Assembly to this meeting, only 
five were present. 


were considered. 


representatives 


There were four principals and one 
alternate who, it is understood, busied 
himself to find an absent principal 
whom he could replace. The other al- 
ternates naturally felt that if their prin- 
cipal could not go they would be noti- 
fied in time to make plans to attend. 
(Expenses to this meeting, it should be 
explained, are paid by the Assembly.) 

We have polled these eleven alter- 
nates to see if they were informed that 
the way would be open for them to go 
to Buck Hill Falls. Of nine replies, 
all save one said they were not notified 
of the non-attendance of the principal. 
The one who was notified learned two 
ahead of the meeting that the 
principal could not go, and he himself 
was ill and could not attend. 

Some of these alternates made inter- 
esting comments, expressing 
their regrets at not being able to attend 
the meeting. One said, ‘It would give 
me distinct pleasure to be able to ren- 
der some service in connection with the 
World Alliance.’ 

Another: ‘I have always tried to 
be a good presbyter in such matters. 
Had I been notified, I should have made 


days 


usually 


every effort to perform the assigned 


duty.’”” One other, however, declares, 
“IT should have been dropped years ago 
because of age and infirmity.”’ 

Another: “T was very anxious to 
go. . . .I have had a rather tough 
time of it on the Western Section, ag 
I have been an alternate for over 29 
years and have never gotten to attend 
a single meeting. I would attend them 
all if I were a principal, unless provi- 
dentially hindered, as [ am very much 
interested in the work of the Western 
Section.”’ 

It is obvious that drastic changes are 
called for. These should be considered: 
(1) The attendance record of the elected 
representatives should be studied and 
where it is poor they should be replaced 
by some of the strongest and most in- 
terested leaders we have, even though 
their terms do not yet expire; (2) the 
man-for-man plan of principals and al- 
ternates might well be changed so that 
any alternate could replace any prin- 
cipal, thus insuring a full representa- 
tion; (3) one of the representatives 
should be made Chairman, so that he 
can see to it that our full 16 places are 
filled. 

It is deeply regrettable that so im- 
portant an opportunity should, through 
all these years, have been neglected as 
this one has. 





In Passing 


A Column of News and Opiniop 








VOCATION—We will doubtless have 

considerable trouble in getting gen- 
eral understanding and proper termi- 
nology for the new Department of Chris- 
tian Vocation in the Board of Education. 
Even some publications of the Board Iit- 
self make the fatal error of saying 
“‘vocations,’’ which completely misses 
the point. Fundamental task of the new 
department is to show that every use 
ful work can and ought to be a Chris- 
tian vocation. 

+. * * 

ROUGH AUTUMN — An item in the 

News Rulletin of the World Council 
of Christian Education says, ‘‘In Cleve- 
land last autumn, after many years of 
prayer and labor, our new U. S. A. Na- 
tional Council of Churches came into 
being.’”” Those who plowed their way 
through ice and snow at that meeting 
will long remember Cleveland’s “au- 
tumn” of 1950. 


FULL PAGE—The pastors and members 

of the First Methodist Church, Evan- 
ston, Ill., recently received a rather 
unique Congressional hearing. On 4 
February Friday the church took a full 
page advertisement in the Washington 
Post and carried the sermon of the 
senior pastor, Harold A. Bosley, 02 
“Shall It Be War or Peace Today?” It 
carried a caption which addressed it: 
“To the Congress of the United States.” 
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The suggestion has been made that the 
sermon would have gained many more 
readers and been somewhat improved 
if it had been cut by a third or a half, 
but the entire procedure is an interest- 
ing one anyway. 


GAINS—Sunday school enrollment from 

1936 to 1950 shows a world-wide gain 
of 10.5%. Largest increase is 276% 
in Central America and Mexico, followed 
by 145% in South America. Other areas 


show: Asia, 32%; West Indies, 25%; 
North America, 15%; Africa, 13%. 
Only losses are Australasia, 7% and 


Europe, 13%. Out of a total popula- 
tion of 2,316,038,281, the total Evan- 
gelical Christian Community is reported 
at 220,181,989. The 437,338 Sunday 
schools report 3,351,180 teachers and 
37,387,404 pupils. The word of cau- 
tion is underscored that restrictions in 
some countries prevent this report from 
being complete. 





“THINK OF HIM STILL AS THE SAME” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





John 20, 21; Colossians 3. 


F ANY Christian thinks that death 

changes one’s character, he should 

remember Jesus after Easter. It is 
sometimes asked: shall we recognize 
one another in heaven? The answer is 
yes, but the Easter stories suggest that 
the marks by which one will know an- 
other are not in appearance but in be- 
havior. How often Jesus’ closest friends 
failed to know him by sight! Yet a 
slight thing—-a name spoken, the break- 
ing of bread, an act of power and kind- 
ness — made him instantly known to 
those at first did not recognize 
him. Jesus, after Easter, seems to have 
had something very strange about him; 
it is as if he is already living in another 
dimension from those we know. Yet 
for all his strangeness, he is the very 
same. 

What were Jesus’ concerns, those 
forty days beyond Easter? Nothing 
new, so far as his friends have reported. 
He was interested in their daily life; 
he followed them on one of their fish- 
ing expeditions, and himself cooked the 
breakfast. One who can believe in the 
risen Christ at all can have no trouble 
believing that he might have fed them 
with nectar and ambrosia, or have pre- 
sented them with some magic jar of 
milk that could never be poured empty; 
but he preferred to serve broiled fish. 
(If he went to the trouble of broiling 
them, is it too much to suppose that 
he had gone to the trouble of catching 
them too?) Trifles? Yes, but life is 
made of trifles; and it is life, even its 
early-morning details, that interested 
our risen Lord. 


who 


E WAS INTERESTED in the vari- 
ous problems of his friends. Fi- 
nancial problems, for one. That 

business of fishing all night and catch- 
ing nothing was not a sportsman’s dis- 
appointment; it workingmen’s 
labor without pay. Jesus did not help 
them to a catch in order to save their 
faces at the club, but to save them from 
hunger. He was interested too in sorer 
sorrows. Mary Magdalene’s tears would 
have been dried one day, when she fi- 
nally accepted the truth; but Jesus did 
not let her ery it out. Then and there, 
in the garden, he spoke to end her 


was 
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tears. Doubt also concerned him. He 
knew of Thomas’s doubts, though none 


told him. He did not write Thomas 
off as an unbeliever, nor count him 
among the men to whom he never 


deigned to show 
morning. He was not willing to let 
Thomas remain a doubter; he could 
have left it that way, could he not? But 
he knew that neither Thomas nor any 
man could long be loyal with doubt at 
the core of his mind. Jesus was con- 
with bringing the man from 
doubt to faith. 

The concerns of the risen Jesus went 
beyond his then immediate friends. To 
Peter, not once or twice, he gave the 
charge of the “sheep,’’ surely not alone 
the few disciples of that time, but the 
scattered sheep without a shepherd, the 
leaderless multitudes who had 
been on Jesus’ heart these many years. 
The one thing that included everything 
was the Kingdom of God. Luke sums 
up his Easter stories by telling us that 
Jesus, throughout those forty days, was 
speaking, as he had long done, of the 
Kingdom of God. The will of God in all 
things, in the simple and the extra- 
ordinary, in the small and in the great, 
the Kingdom that takes in so small a 
thing as a fishing-boat and so great a 
thing as the gathering of lost souls; 
the Kingdom that has a place for all 
that is good and no place for anything 
evil: the Kingdom of Love—this had 
been on Jesus’ tongue and mind for 
years, and was so still, though he had 
passed the gates of death. 


himself after Easter 


cerned 


same 


F THOSE were his interests in the 

days after Easter, can we suppose 

anything other than that they are 
his interests still? If Jesus Christ were 
not concerned with such matters, he 
would have to be someone else, not him- 
self. These lie on his heart today, we 
can be sure. And if we are risen with 
him, as Paul says, and if Christ is the 
“secret center of our lives,’’ it follows 
that the last thing we should do is to 
close the door behind us and let the 
world go by. If our lives are linked 
with his, our concerns must be linked 
with his no less. The daily round of 
duty and of friendship, the lightening 
of the load for those nearest us, dry- 
ing sorrow’s tears, clearing the mind’s 


doubt, the finding of the lost sheep, and 
always the overarching Kingdom of 
God, seeking the will of God in all 
places and in all things: this is the 
Christian’s life of the resurrection. 
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LIVING 


CHARLES L. ALLEN 





Both humble and 
* spiritual, this en- 
% lightening book 


f — pierces the soul of 
ROADS the reader. Doctor 
TO Allen has taken 


RADIANT fifty-one short 
~ “heart-side talks” 
LIVING and combined them 
de in one_ inspiring 
volume. Here is in- 


spirational reading 
at its best! 





$2.00 


FIFTY DEVOTIONAL 
SERVICES 


PAUL N. ELBIN 


Out of his fifteen 
years of experience, 
the author has com- 
bined an up-to-date 
manual of ready-to- 
worship services to- 
gether with the 
rules and the re- 
sponsibilities 
of leadership. In- 
cludes services for 
almost all occa- 
sions. Invaluable to 
the minister and lay 
person alike. 





$2.50 


FAITH can Master 
FEAR 


G. ERNEST THOMAS 
A timely book for a troubled world 


= People so often ask, 
“Where can I find 
peace of mind?— 
Where can I find 
peace of soul?” Here 
are the Christian 
answers — direct 
from the word of 
God. A book for 
those who seek to 
bolster their faith. 


Can Master 
on FEAR 


G Ernest Thomas 





$2.00 
weAt your local bookstore 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
NEW YORK 10, NEW YORK 














CHURCH NEWS 





Changes in Marriage 
Law Are Considered 


South Carolina News Letter 


A marriage bill now under considera- 
tion by the South Carolina legislature 
provides for a medical examination and 
a three-day waiting period. The bill 
which has a good chance of becoming 
law would change radically the present 
marriage law which provides for a 
twenty-four hour waiting period and 
that the parties applying for a marriage 
license be Americans of the same race. 
Considerable opposition to the new bill 
has been voiced by representatives from 
border counties which have received the 
most profit from out-of-state marriage 
seekers. A stipulated fee, of course, is 
required to secure a license. 
irate probate judge: 


Said one 
“Such a law as 


proposed in the new bill would do away 
with our freedom. It’s as bad as com- 
I have fought against such 
a law for years.’”’ 


munism. 


Ways to Help Alcoholics 
Studied in Six Centers 

The Christian Action Council, under 
the direction of Howard G. McClain, is 
sponsoring a series of meetings in six 
South Carolina centers to discuss ways 
and means of helping alcoholics. Russell 
L. Dicks of Duke University has been 
secured to lead the discussions which 
are open to ministers and interested 
laymen. 


Kirby Page Gives Five 
Parts of Christian Answer 

Kirby Page, appearing in Greenville 
in February under the auspices of the 
the Americans Friends Service Commit- 
tee, advocated a Marshall Plan differing 
from the present one in that it would 
be controlled and directed by the United 
Nations, would offer its benefits to per- 
sons on all sides, and would be financed 





PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 


PROTESTANT FELLOWSHIP CHOIR 
rf. SELECTIONS FROM THE 1951 PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 


Specially printed albums, each with three 12” DF unbreakable records at 


78 RPM. 
1951. Twelve selections per album. 
One album, $5.00. 


These will be made up if sufficient orders are received by April 1, 


Two albums, $9.00 prepaid. 


If. FELLOWSHIP RECORDED HYMNAL 


Old familiar hymns by Protestant Fellowship Quartet with piano, de- 
signed to lead congregational and group singing. 


Record Number 


Piano Improvisations 
Doxology 

Prayer Responses 
Benedictions 


PRC-FRH 201 


‘““My Faith Looks Up” 

“‘T Love to Tell the Story” 
“Rock of Ages” 

‘“‘He Leadeth Me’”’ 


Record Number PRC-FRH 202 


“What a Friend”’ 
“Blessed Assurance” 
“Amazing Grace” 

‘Jesus Lover of My Soul” 


“Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
“‘There’s a Wideness” 

“Come Thou Fount” 

“Come Thou Almighty King” 


Record Number PRC-FRH 203 


“Softly and Tenderly’”’ 

“O Sacred Head” 

“In the Cross”’ 

“O God, the Rock of Ages”’ 


‘“‘Beneath the Cross’”’ 
“There Is a Green Hill’’ 
‘‘Alas, and Did My Saviour” 
“Just As I Am” 


Longplaying 12” DF 33.3 RPM unbreakable, 
each in strong jacket at $3.25 postpaid 


Ill. CHILDREN’S HYMNS AND STORIES 


Selections children ought to know. 


Protestant Fellowship Choir. 


1. ‘“*This Is My Father’s World” 
“For the Beauty” 

2. ‘All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen” 


By Frances Hughes, soprano of 


3. ‘“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“O Saviour Sweet” 

4. “Saviour, Like a Shepherd” 
“The Lord Is My Shepherd 


Four 7” unbreakable records at 78 RPM 
in specially printed box at $2.00 prepaid. 


For the present these records can be secured only from 


Protestant Radio Center, Inc. 
712 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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with money equivalent to the vast sums 
now used for war. Speaking on the 
theme. “The Christian Answer to 
World-wide Communism,” Dr. Page 
suggested five imperatives handed down 
centuries ago, these are: overcome evil 
with good; Itcve your enemies; forgive 
and keep on forgiving; take up your 
cross and follow on; have faith in God 
and in his way and power. 


Greenwood Convocation 
Is Fighly Successful 


A convocation held for ministers of 
the Presbyterian and Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church in South 
Carolina was highly successful. Held 
in Greenwood early in January it was 
attended by 120 ministers and theologi- 
cal students. The entire student body 
of the theological department of 
Erskine College attended. Nels F. §S. 
Ferre and Joseph M. Gettys were in- 
spiring and helpful. 


P. C. Choir Called 
“One of Five Best” 


The Presbyterian College Choir is 
featured in the winter edition of the 
P. C. Alumni News. The choir, com- 
posed of 32 voices and under the direc- 
tion of Edouard Patte, has travelled 
15,000 miles during the last three 
years, singing for audiences in seven 
states. According to an engineer of a 
national recording company, the P. C. 
choir “is one of the five best non- 
professional male choirs we have re- 
corded.” Dr. Patte, choir director, is 
a native of Geneva, Switzerland. He 
studied under Ellen DeMole of the 
Geneva Conservatory of Music, and Prof. 
Otto Barblar of Geneva’s Saint Peter 
Cathedral. Themes proclaiming the 
Christian faith dominate the choir pro- 
grams. 


Greenville Church Has 
Series for Parents 


The Westminster Church of Green- 
ville is continuing studies in child train- 
ing which have been found helpful for 
parents. In the first studies conducted 
in 1949 Dr. Gelolo McHugh, child psy- 
chologist of Duke University, was se- 
cured to lead the discussions. Recently, 
a similar series has been concluded with 
expressions of great benefit on the part 
of parents. Leading the discussions 


were Miss Laura Ebaugh, associate pro- 
fessor of sociology of Furman Univer- 
sity, and Miss Sallie Kate Sims, a mem- 
ber of the Human Growth Institute of 
the University of Maryland. 
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UNITED APPEAL FOR 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 










Easter Sunday 
March 25, 1951 


Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.—Mathew 25:40. 


Overseas Relief 
and Interchurch Aid 


Wherever there is human suffering Presbyterians have always 








been ready to be of service in the name of Christ and the church. 
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New needs have arisen in Korea and the Far East. In Germany : ; 
Remittances should be designated, 


‘‘Ror Overseas Relief’? and sent 
in desperate need of our spiritual and financial help. to: Dept. of Overseas Relief and 
Interchurch Aid, Paul B. Freeland, 
; ‘ Secretary, Presbyterian Church in 
needed church in Marseilles, France; (2) to reconstruct the Reformed the United States, Board of World 
Seminary at Wuppertal, Germany; and (3) to build the international Missions, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


youth center at Agape, Italy. 


alone there are 12,000,000 refugees. Protestant churches in Europe are 


So we are helping, along with other projects, (1) to provide a much 
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Cell Groups to Meet in 
Anderson in April 


A convocation of these prayer groups 
is being planned for April in Anderson. 
A similar convocation was held last 


or sme ll groups have : 
A nemier of small cell groupe March with excellent results. 


grown up on college campuses and in 


i ‘hurches in South Carolina. , 
some of the churches i é Miscellany 


The men of Piedmont Presbytery had 
another successful Laymen’s Sunday in 
January, stressing world missions. 
Holmes Simons, Jr., president of the 





Accelerated College Program 


Summer Session 


First term: June 11-July 21 
Second term: July 23-Sept. 1 
Cooperating with national 
defense plans. 
1951 High School graduates 
may begin college careers. 
College students may accelerate 
their programs. 
For details address the Registrar 


Southwestern-at-Memphis 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial cources. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 

















FLORA MACDONALD —& 
COLLEGE . 


RED SPRINGS, N. C. 





FULLY ACCREDITED 
SENIOR COLLEGE 
AND CONSERVATORY 


Dr. Marshall Scott Woodson, President, 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Dean of College. 
Mrs. P. P. McCain, Dean of Students. 
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high. Seats eight comfortably. 
Packed 2 to a carton. Shipping 
wt. 121 lbs. 





AMAZINGLY LOW PRICED $29.00 each 
Immediate Shipment from Richmond Stock 


“VISIT OUR NEW AND MODERN SHOWROOM”’ 


and see 
OUR COMPLETE LINE OF FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT 
Ranges Dishwashers Tables and Folding Chairs 
Refrigerators Glasswashers China and Glassware 


Steam Tables Soda Fountains Silverware 


“Write For Our New No. 73 Catalog” 


EZEKIEL & WEILMAN CO., Inc. 


RICHMOND 20, VIRGINIA. 


] 1809-17 West Broad St. Phone 5-4354 











men of the presbytery and also of the 
synod was largely responsible for the 
success of the meeting. . John 
Sutherland Bonnell is to lead a week's 
service in the First Church of Spartan. 
burg beginning April 9. . Joint 
leadership schools have recently beep 
held in Anderson and in Rock Hill... . 
Richard R. Potter, reserve air force 
chaplain, has been called into service, 
He is believed to be the only chaplain 
in South Carolina to be re-called. 
The Gideons are placing New Testa- 
ments in the hands of public school stu- 
dents in certain sections of the state, 
MALCOLM CALHOUN. 
York, S. C. 





WHO PAYS THE PASTOR’S 
CAR EXPENSE? 


The average rural pastor in doing his 
parish work, travels more than 8,000 
miles a year at a cost of $417.50. 

This is the actual record kept by 
119 rural pastors in 35 states. 

This means 668 miles a month in 
making pastoral ealls, driving to “‘out- 
appointments,” visiting new families, 
calling at the hospitai, and attending 
institutes. This does not include his 
family or personal travel. 

When ministers used a horse and 
buggy in making pastoral calls they 
would often come home at night with a 
sack of oats. But no one stops a min- 
ister today and asks to fill up his gaso- 
line tank. 

County farm and home agents, travel- 
ling librarians, county nurses and every- 
one else who serves rural people gets 
his travel expenses paid. An increas- 
ing number of laymen feel that pastors 
should keep a travel account and turn 
it in to the church treasurer each month 
for payment. 

If a church pays the travel expenses 
of its pastor, he will be encouraged to 
do more pastoral and evangelistic work. 
If he must pay his travel expenses out 
of his own salary, there will be those 
whose work will depend mainly on Sun- 
day preaching. 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Creation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 1, 1951 


Genesis 1-2; Printed Text 1:1-5, 26-31 


Our lessons for the new quarter 
pring vefore us some of the “Great 
Epochs of the Bible,” turning points 
in the mighty drama of redemption. 
They begin with the story of creation 
as described in Genesis 1-2 and end 
with the picture of the ‘‘great multi- 
tude, which no man could number” 
gathered about the throne of the Lamb, 
as portrayed in the book of Revela- 
tion. 

The Bible opens with the magnificent 
statement, “In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth. .. .” 
There follows the story of the creative 
week, in which God completed the work 
which he had begun and found it all 
On the sixth day, as the 
crown of his activity, we read that God 
created man in his own image. 

It will help us, in getting hold of 
the fundamental facts, to look first at 
the author, then at the method, and 
finally at the end or goal of creation. 


very good. 


1. The Author of Creation 


According to Genesis the author of 
man’s creation was not nature, or 
chance, or Evolution with a capital E, 
but God. To believe that man arose 
by chance out of a fortuitous concourse 
of atoms, that he emerged accidentally 
from the ocean slime, that he descended 
by a lucky mutation from the ancestors 
of the apes, requires more faith, a less 
reasoned faith, more credulity, let us 
say, than it does to believe that there 
was an infinite intelligence back of it 
all. As Alexander Maclaren once wrote: 
“Physical science has not spoken the 
final word when it has shown us how 
things came to be as they are. There 
remains the deeper question, What, or 
who originated and guided the pro- 
cesses? And the only answer is the 
ancient declaration, In the beginning, 
God.” 

Many of our modern scientists would 
agree with this statement. As one of 
the research directors of the General 
Electric Company put it: “One can- 
not intimately view the mechanism of 
the universe or approach close to the 
ultimate without at least feeling the 
urge or even need for belief in God, 
the omnipotent Mind that is at the 
bottom of things.” In the words of 
Professor Compton, Nobel prize winner 
in physics, ‘“‘That our world is a chance 
affair becomes wholly unreasonable to 
one who considers merely the remark- 
able physical and chemical properties 
of electrons and molecules. The phe- 
homena of orthogenesis and emergent 
evolution, on the other hand, strongly 
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suggest that the evolutionary process 
is directed toward a definite end, with 
intelligent minds as perhaps the goal.’’ 
“Everything points with overwhelming 
force to a definite event, or series of 
events, of creation at some time or 
indefinitely remote,’ says 
Professor Jeans, ‘“‘The universe cannot 
have originated by chance out of its 
present ingredients, and neither can it 
have been always the same as now.”’ 

And yet there are many men in our 
modern world who no longer believe in 
a Creator, and in recent years there 
has arisen a new ideology, Communism, 
based on the doctrine of materialism, 
which holds that the world is a product 
of chance, and that life is only a tem- 
porary manifestation of matter. As 
Charles Malik, representative of Leba- 
non in the United Nations, and one of 
our greatest philosopher-statesmen, re- 
cently wrote: 


times, not 


“With the abolition of God goes the 
abolition of the Absolute in any form. 
There is no absolute truth which man 
seeks and knows. There is no absolute 
good which man _ strives for, which 
eternally judges of man’s actions and 
intentions and very being. Everything 
is relative—in its origin, being but a 
product of the material conditions of 
human existence, as well in its form 
and function, being always subordinate 
to the interests and desires of classes. 
The good, the true, the beautiful, thus 
relativised are ruthlessly subjectivised 
beyond any hope for a healthy corrective 
relation to an objective order above the 
whims and interests of man.’”’ 





But when men cease to believe in 
absolute values—in the good, the true, 
and the beautiful which are based on 
eternal realities—there is no longer a 
common body of agreement among 
them, such as that which long held 
western civilization together, no anchor 
to keep society from drifting, nor com- 
pass to guide its course. And that is 
the ultimate explanation of the tragic 
plight in which modern man now finds 
himself. The armed might of America 
may ultimately stop Communist aggres- 
but the foundations of civiliza- 
tion will never be secure until men 
generally believe once more in a God 
who created the world and whose will 
all mankind must seek to do. Genesis 
also has something to say regarding 


sion, 


II. The Method of Creation 


We note first that there was a be- 
ginning. The world has not existed 
eternally. “In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth.’”” There 
followed a period (time not mentioned) 
in which the world was waste and void. 


There came next a period of six ‘‘days”’ 
in which God made the world into its 
present form. We have here a gradual, 
orderly progression from the less to the 
greater, from the simple to the com- 
plex. 

Were these days of twenty-four hours 
each? Perhaps so, but the sun on 
which our present time pieces are based, 
did not itself appear until the fourth 
“day.’’ Origen, the greatest scholar of 
the early church, and others with him 
understood the ‘‘days’’ to be indefinite 
periods of time. And the Bible does 
use the word ‘‘day” in this sense (cf. 
Gen. 3:4) just as we do in our popular 
usage. As a mattter of fact it is clearly 
demonstrated that the creation of the 
world did extend over a tremendously 
long period of time. And this fact is 
generally accepted at the present time 
by Bible students as well as by scien- 
tists. No one now looks to the Bible 
for information regarding the exact 
time of creation. 

As we study the Genesis account 
more closely we discover that there are 
three expressions used to describe God’s 
creative activity: (1) the divine fiat, 
such as ‘“‘let there be light” (1:3); 
(2) the verb “make,” as in vs. 25, God 
“made the beasts of the earth,” and 
(3) the verb ‘‘create,” as in vs. 27, 
“God created man.”’ 

When God said, ‘‘Let there be light,” 
how long did it take the light to ap- 
pear? One second, or 24 hours, or a 
hundred thousand years? The Bible 
does not say. Light today is produced 
by some secondary cause. Did the light 
in vs. 3 unmediated, uncaused, 
or were there a number of intermediate 
objects brought into being before the 
light came? If so, how many inter- 
mediate objects were there? We do not 
know. The Bible has left that for the 
scientist to discover—if he can. 

How long did it take God to ‘‘make” 
the beasts of the earth? The Bible 
does not say. Did God make the beasts 
out of nothing, or from some previously 
existing material or from other forms 
of life? Did he make the beasts imme- 
diately, or were there one, two, or ten 
thousand intermediate steps? The Bible 
does not tell us. It has left that for 
the scientist to discover—if he can. 

Many think that the word ‘“create’”’ 
means to make something out of noth- 
ing. This is plainly not the case, for 
in Gen. 2:7 we read that God formed 
man out of the dust. The word ‘‘cre- 
ate’ is used exclusively of God, how- 
ever, to denote the production of some- 
thing fundamentally new, by the ex- 
ercise of a sovereign originative power, 
altogether transcending that of man. It 
is interesting to note that God is said 
to have used this sovereign originative 
power only on three occasions: (1) he 
created the heavens and the earth, that 
is the material universe, 1:1; (2) he 
created animal life, 1:21; and (3) he 
created man (1:26). These incidentally, 
are the three points where modern 
science finds itself without an explana- 
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come 








tion. It cannot “explain’’ the origin 
of matter, the origin of life, or the 
origin of man. Genesis tells us that 
God created matter, that God created 
life, and that God created man. 

How long did it take God to create 
man? Genesis does not say. Did God 
form the dust of the earth into the 
form of a man and breathe into him 
the soul of life immediately or were 
there one or two or a thousand inter- 
mediate steps, lower forms of life, per- 
haps, first an amoeba, then a star fish, 
then a primate, who was the common 
ancestor of man and ape, and then 
finally a man in the image of God? 
Was it immediate creation or creation 
by evolution? The Bible does not say. 
It has left that for the scientist to dis- 
cover if he can. 

As the Westminster Dictionary of the 
Bible wisely reminds us: 


“It must be borne in mind that the 
author of Genesis had no intention of 
furnishing us with a textbook on geol- 
ogy or biology; his purpose was not 
scientific. His views are general and 
written from the point of view of his 
age. .Men err when they refuse to 
listen to the scientific affirmations of 
nature because they seem to disagree 
with what is found in the Bible; on 
the other hand it is just as serious an 
error to suppose that nature and science 
can tell us all we need to know about 
ourselves, the world and God.” 


Genesis is not concerned with the 
time, or with the exact method of cre- 
ation, whether it be an instantaneous 
act (as formerly believed) or by evolu- 
tion (as generally accepted by modern 
scientists); it is concerned primarily 
with the author of creation—-in the be- 
ginning God created the heavens and 
the earth, and the whole process by 
which the earth has taken its present 
form is a manifestation of his almighty 
power—and finally with 


Ill. The End of Creation 


Genesis makes it plain that the whole 
process of creation finds its crown and 
completion in man. 

In Gen, 2:7 we read that God formed 
man out of the dust of the earth. A 
chemical analysis of man’s body indi- 
cates that this is indeed, the case. Dr. 
T. E. Lawson has given the prescription: 


“Take enough water to fill a ten- 
gallon barrel; enough fat for seven bars 
of soap; carbon for 9,000 lead pencils; 
phosphorous to make 2,200 match 
heads; magnesium for one dose of salts; 
iron to make one medium-sized nail; 
sufficient lime to whitewash a chicken 
coop, and sulphur enough to rid one 
dog of fleas; and you get an Einstein 
or a village idiot, according as you ar- 
range the ingredients. A pugilist no 
doubt will require a little more water 
and a jockey a little less fat, but that 
is the stuff of humanity.” 


On the physical side, no doubt, that 
is correct. But there is something else. 
And it is the Bible which tells us: God 
formed man of the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
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of life; and man became a living soul 
(2:7). Man cannot deny his kinship 
to the brute, but the Bible assures him 
that God created him in his own image. 

But what is meant by the image of 
God? It certainly does not refer to 
the physical image, for God is a Spirit 
and has no material body. It means 
(1) the rational image. Man alone 
of all the animals is endowed with 
self-conscious reason, which is certainly 
one of the attributes of God. 

It means (2) the moral image. Man 
was created righteous, or, as it is better 
to say, he was created innocent. But 
we cannot press this too far. After 
the Fall man still retained the image 
of God (9:6). Perhaps Ryle is right: 
‘“‘Man’s nature is made in the image 
of God; he possesses divine qualities, 
indestructible and inalienable, which no 
animal possesses. He is made after the 
likeness of God. His character is po- 
tentially divine. He is capable of ap- 
proaching or from the like- 
ness of God. The resemblance can 
never be perfect, but it can increase and 
it can dimish.” 

It means (3) primarily the spiritual 
image of God, as indicated in Gen. 2:7, 
“God breathed into his nostrils the 
breadth of life and man became a liv- 
ing soul.’”” Man’s body dissolves at last 
into the chemical elements of which it 
was formed, but man’s spirit lives on, 
for he is made in the image of God. 

Not everyone today will admit that 
this is so. “Our growing scientific 
knowledge about man,” declares a re- 
cent writer, no evidence that 
man is an exalted being created in the 
very God and possessed of 
an immortal soul, but proves him to 
be descended from the brutes and made 
in the image of a group of genes. Bio- 
logical theory further implies that every 
living thing, man not excluded, is a 
physico-chemical mechanism—very com- 
plex, to be sure, but still a mechanism 

-and consequently that his possession 
of freedom or such a thing as a ‘soul’ 
has no support in science.” 

What then is man? Here are the 
answers given by four modern material- 
ists: According to the first, man ‘“‘is 
an ape who chatters to himself of kin- 
ship with archangels, while filthily he 
digs for ground nuts.’”’ According to 
another, ‘‘Man is a sick fly taking a 
dizzy ride on a gigantic flywheel.’”’ Says 
a third, ‘‘Man’s life has no more mean- 
ing than that of the humblest insect 
which crawls from one annihilation to 
another.”’” And the fourth declares that 
men are but ‘‘tiny lumps of impure 
carbon and water, of complicated struc- 
ture, with somewhat unusual physical 
and chemical properties, who crawl 
few years until they are 
again into the elements of 
which are compounded.” 

This was the view of man taken by 
the Nazis, and it explains those hells on 
earth where thousands of men were 
shoveled into furnaces that their body 


receding 


“offers 


image of 


about for a 
dissolved 


fats might be made into soap. That 
is the view of man accepted by the 
communists and it explains their wanton 
disregard of the rights or dignity of 
the individual. It makes a vast degree 
of difference, the view one takes of one’s 
self and the view one takes of man. 
kind as a whole. If man is nothing 
but a combination of chemicals, then 
the rights of men as individuals cap 
be ignored, one can abandon all moraj 
obligations or erect one’s own standard 
of morals. That is exactly what mod- 
ern man has done, and that is why he 
stands today on the brink of disaster, 
But if man is made in the image of 
God, if he is indeed a living soul, it 
God has created man in his own image, 
if God has breathed into him the breath 
of life, then every individual is infinitely 
precious in his sight and life itself is 
sacred. The United Nations may in 
time contain the Russian menace, but 
civilization will not be built on secure 
foundations until it has recovered the 
Biblical view of man, and also the Bibli- 
cal view of God’s purpose for man. 

God blessed the first human pair, we 
read, and said, “Replenish the earth 
and subdue it.’’ It seems to be implied 
that God’s blessing is more completely 
realized as man carried out this two- 
fold obligation. First, he is to propa- 
gate his kind—be fruitful and multiply 
and replenish the earth. Anthropology, 
incidentally, seems to indicate that all 
men have indeed sprung from a single 
pair. We are divided now into different 
races, and we live in different nations 
but we are all brothers under the skin. 
As Paul says in Acts 18: ‘God has 
made of one every nation of men.” We 
cannot expect to enjoy God’s blessings 
to the fullest until we realize that this 
is true and until we live under the 
compulsion of that belief. 

Second, man is expected to bring the 
earth under subjection. This means 
that he is to develop art, science, in- 
dustry, every activity which will make 
the earth with all its rich resources 
minister to his welfare or enjoyment. 
He is to exert dominion over the crea- 
tures and harness the tides; he is to 
conquer nature and banish disease. He 
is not to resign himself to God’s will 
but to exert himself actively to accom- 
plish this God-given aim. He is to 
think not only of the next world, but 
of this world and to seek to enjoy the 
best in both. It seems to be suggested 
that man is to subdue the earth, man 
as a whole, not a single race, or & 
single class. God’s command is not 
fulfilled, God’s blessing is not fully 
realized, until earth’s resources are 
shared by all and not merely by 3&8 
favored few. 

This has been in the past, and it 
must again become the American 
dream if our way of life rather than 
Communion is to prevail. This truth 
was recently stressed by Benson Ford, 
vice-president of the Ford Motor Co. 
Said he: 
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“Here, in a nation which is the 
acknowledged champion of democracy, 
we are still beset by intolerance, preju- 
dice, bigotry and racism. . We have 
no way of knowing what prejudice and 
pias have already cost us in terms of 
human welfare and progress but I can 
guess that it would stagger the imagi- 
nation. .Today we must ask if we 
can afford any longer to allow ourselves 
this kind of handicap. .It is the 
business of our military forces to help 
defeat Communist aggression. But it 
is our business — yours and mine — to 
help defeat Communism. We can do 
this only if we make a greater effort 
to demonstrate how superior in human 
terms is our way of living. ae 
doesn’t seem possible,’’ he concludes, 
after developing the point at some 
length: ‘“‘that we could repeat the mis- 
takes which led to a second world war 
and now a third conflict. And yet I 
wonder if we are ready to make our 


decision. Actually, we have no real 
choice. Unless we are willing to pay 
for peace, we must face the terrible 


alternative of a bare struggle for sur- 
vival. 

“This is the real test of our spiritual 
strength and our spiritual leadership. 
If we demonstrate that we are con- 
cerned with the welfare of others as 
well as our own, if we make it clear 
that we believe in freedom and equality 
for others as well as ourselves, we will 
renew the spirit of democracy in men 
everywhere. We will keep alive the 
hope of universal freedom and universal 
brotherhod. 

“Is this too big a job I have sug- 
gested: to live democracy more effec- 
tively at home, and to reach funda- 
mental understanding with other peo- 
ples of the world? [I don’t think so. 
Our material resources are limited, to 
a large extent. But our spiritual re- 
sources are almost boundless —if we 
want to tap them. 

“The question is not ‘can we succeed?’ 
but rather, ‘Do we dare to fail?’ ”’ 


(Lesson commentary based on “In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons: the 
International Bible Lessons for Chris- 
tian Teaching,” copyrighted 1951 by the 
Division of Christian Education, Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A.) 


BOOK NOTES 


EDWARD O. GUERRANT: APOSTLE 
TO THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDERS. 
By J. Gray McAllister and Grace Owings 
Guerrant. Richmond Press, Richmond, 
Va. 238 pp., $2.50, cloth; $1.50, paper. 

Edward O. Guerrant is one of the 
truly great men whom our church has 
produced. 

A native of Kentucky (born 1838), a 
graduate of Centre College (1859), he 
served in the army of the Confederacy, 
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rising to the rank of Captain, graduated 
from a Medical College in New York in 
1867, and practiced as a physician in his 
native state from that date until 1873. 
In this latter year he resigned his lucra- 
tive practice, and entered Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, then at Hampden- 
Sydney, as a student for the ministry. 
He served various pastorates in Ken- 
tucky, developing remarkable gifts as an 
evangelist. In 1882 he was elected evan- 
gelist of the Synod of Kentucky, with a 
territory embracing two-thirds of the 
State of Kentucky, including the Cum- 
berland Mountain area, in which he had 
always taken a peculiar interest. To 
this challenging field Dr. Guerrant de- 
voted most of his remaining years. 

The story of his labors here, the souls 
which he won, the churches which he 
organized, the schools which he founded, 
the hospitals which he inspired, the So- 
ciety of Soul Winners which he origi- 
nated and directed form one of the sagas 
of home missionary activity in the 
Southern United States. Dr. Guerrant 
died in 1916, ripe in years, an authentic 
saint, and one of the most uniquely at- 
tractive personalities in Southern Pres- 
byterian history. 

It is well that his story should now 
be told, and told by so gifted a writer 
as Dr. James Gray McAllister, whose 
previous writings, including his biogra- 
phy of Dr. Walter W. Moore, have al- 
ready put the church so heavily in his 
debt. 

ERNEST T. THOMPSON. 


CHURCH SCHOOL CHATS FOR PRI- 
MARY TEACHING. By Flora E. Brech. 
W. A. Wilde Company, Boston. 155 pp., 
$1.50. 

This book contains miscellaneous 
types of suggestions for Primary lead- 
ers — perplexing problems in teaching 
children special day programs, songs 
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NEW CATALOG of used religious books— 
Free! Baker Book House, Dept. PO, 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan, 


and poems. However, the treatments 
offered do not always provide help 
based on the best educational methods 
of teaching children. 
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Francois de Fenelon. Study of a Per- 
sonality. Katherine Day Little. Harper 
& Bros., New York, $3.50. 

Primer for Protestants. James Hastings 
Nichols. Association Press, New York. 
$1.50 cloth 59 cents, paper. 

The Brand New Parson. Sara Jenkins. 
Thos. Y. Crowell Co., New York. $3.00. 

From the Life of a Researcher. William 
Weber Coblentz. Philosophical Library, 
N. Y. $4.75. 
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GREAT RELIGIOUS THINKERS 
OF OUR TIME 


In this group of 6 fascinating little 
books Dr. E. L. Allen, Lecturer in 
Divinity at King’s College, gives the 
reader penetrating insights into the 
thinking of 6 original and influential 
religious leaders of our time. 
CHRISTIAN HUMANISM is a guide to 
the thought of Jacques Maritain; 
FREEDOM IN Gop does the same office 
for Nicholas Berdyaev; CuHrIsTIAN- 
ity & Society reveals the thinking of 
Reinhold Niebuhr; THE SoverEIGcNn- 
iry oF Gop AND THE Worp oF Gop 
deals with the thought of Karl Barth; 
CREATION AND GRACE is an exposition 
of Emil Brunner’s thinking; THE 
Ser & Its Hazarops is a guide to the 
thought of Karl Jaspers. 

The outstanding characteristic of each 
little volume, besides its authenticity, 
is the brilliant expository style. 
“Uncommonly useful little books ... 
Brief, clear and discriminating. The 
author has done his work brilliantly 
well.”—The Christian World. 


“Makes a real meeting with these pow- 
erful thinkers possible.” 
—The Observer. 
“The series will undoubtedly serve a 
very real and very salutary purpose.” 
—Methodist Recorder. 
HARD PAPER BOUND $1.25 each 
‘ Set of 6— $5.00 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY 
Publishers 
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Not only will ministers enjoy this book, but laymen who 
have never realized the controversial questions that 
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No student can afford to miss this 
book—all Christians will agree afier reading it that 
“Paul needs to be heard.” 
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CHANGES 

Hubert H. Hopper, McAllen, Texas, 
has become pastor of the new Memorial 
Oaks church, Houston, Texas. Address: 
5349 Lynbrook Drive, Houston 19. 

James L. Russell from Darien, Ga., tc 
256 Brunswick St., Jesup, Ga. 

©. A. Calcote from Surgoinsville, 
Tenn., to 900 Penn. Ave., Bristol, Tenn. 

Donald L. Erwin from Sweetwater. 
Texas, to 36 Hunter St., SW, Atlanta 3, 
ya., regional director of religious edu- 
cation for the Synod of Georgia. 

R. D. Workman from New York, N. 
Y., to 751 Bon Air St., La Jolla, Calif. 

W. K. McKinney from Lake Alfred, 
Fla., to 114 Lincoln Road, Westfield, 
N. J. 

Herbert H. Watson’s mailing address 
is 921 Edgar Road, Webster Groves 19, 
Mo. 

Wm. R. Reily, missionary en route to 
the Congo, is now at 35 Rue Edith 
Cavell, Bruxelles, Belgium. 

Wm. A. James, Shelbyville, Tenn., has 
been called to the First church, 
N. M. 

John Frank Ligon, McCall, S. C., is 
serving as part-time teacher of Bible xt 
Presbyterian Junior Maxton, 
N. C. 

Fred Burton, Princeton 
senior, will become pastor 
graves, Texas, graduation. 

David T. Austin Semi- 
nary graduate, has been installed as pas- 
tor of the Lovington, N. M., church. 
John Baletka, is now pastor of the 
Czech-Moravian church, Temple, Texas. 
Lem Tittsworth, another mid-year grad- 
uate, is serving the La Grange, Texas, 
church. 

Willis B. Kilpatrick from Greenfield, 
Ohio, to Kingfisher, Okla. 


Clovis, 


College, 


Seminary 
of the Sea- 
chureh upon 


Moore, recent 


RETIRED 

R. W. Hardy, Herndon, Ky., has re- 
quested Muhlenburg Presbytery to place 
him on the retired list. Robt. S. Sanders, 
Versailles, Ky., will be retired April 1. 


DEATH 


James E. Green, 82, honorably re- 
tired minister of Memphis, died 
March 8 in Memphis. Mr. Green’s last 
pastorate before retiring in 1940 was in 
Senatobia and Hernando, Miss. 
work had taken Missouri, 
Kentucky and Texas. 


Tenn., 


Earlier 
him to Ar- 


kansas, 


RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK 
E. Fay Campbell, Presbyterian, 

higher education secretary, 

lege, Mo., in early March. 


USA, 
at Park Col- 


AUSTIN LECTURERS 

Lecturers in the mid-winter series at 
Austin (Texas) Theological Seminary 
for 1952 will be: John A. Mackay, presi- 
dent of Princeton Seminary; Lewis J. 
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Sherrill, Union Seminary, New York; 
and Donald G. Miller, Union Seminary 
in Virginia. 


IRISH MODERATOR 

Hugh Mcllroy, of Rathfriland, County 
Down, has been nominated as moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 
He will be installed in office in June. 


PROFESSOR 

George Florovsky, noted Russian 
Orthodox theologian, has been appointed 
adjunct professor of the history and 
theology of Eastern Orthodoxy at Union 
Seminary, New York. Dr. Florovsky is 
dean of St. Viadimir’s Russian 
Orthodox Theological Seminary and 
which since 1947 has had its 
and classes at Union Semi- 


also 


Academy 
residences 
nary. 


JOHN MILTON SOCIETY 


Nelson Chappel, a minister 
United Church of Canada, 
elected general secretary of 
Milton 


service to 


of the 
has been 
the Joha 
a Christian world-wide 
blind, representing 50 
the U. S. 


Society, 
the 


Protestant denominations in 


and Canada. He succeeds Milton fT, 
Stauffer who will continue as secretary 
for editorial and foreign services. 
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ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, s0 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a _ loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 








“YES, THE SAFETY OF OUR 
INCLUDING ALL GROUPS, DEPENDS ON 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.”’ 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


J. R. Cunningham, President 


NATION, 


—Roger Babson 











Presbyterian @ Ooeducational 
Sound liberal education 
Fully accredited. 
education, 


acre —— Intra-mural sports. 
sion. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 





under vigorous Christian 
Four-year liberal arts; 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, 
(2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 
Dormitories. 


KING COLLEGE 


Founded 1867 

influences. 
sciences, business, 
Sixty- 
Summer ses- 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 























